irectly, or the materials from them could be used to fabricate new warheads, 'his risk could be reduced by agreements designed to make such a rearmament rogram more difficult, time-consuming, costly, and easily detected. These ould include agreements to verifiably dismantle the weapons, to create barriers ) reusing the resulting fissile material for new weapons, and to improve trans-arency for the stocks of nuclear weapons and fissile materials.
Strengthening Arms Reduction and Nonproliferation. The current arms eduction regime would be politically strengthened by appropriate measures to icrease transparency and cooperation in managing excess weapons and fissile laterials. Such measures would help convince doubters worldwide, including lose in the United States, Russia, and Ukraine, that the arms reduction regime srves the interests of all parties. Credible controls and transparency would also rovide a critical foundation for pursuing deeper reductions, and for convincing ther nuclear powers to limit and reduce their nuclear arsenals as well.
Policy choices in this area will also have a major impact on the future of ef-Drts to stem the spread of nuclear weapons. The foundation of these efforts is le nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which is up for extension in 1995. L critical question at the extension conference will be whether the nuclear owers are fulfilling their disarmament obligations under Article VI of the IPT.8 The current effort to negotiate a comprehensive test ban (CTB), along /ith recent arms reduction agreements and pledges, should allow the nuclear owers to make a strong case—if these efforts are moving forward at the time f the conference and are not derailed. Agreements for secure, safeguarded lanagement and disposition of fissile materials from surplus nuclear weapons /ould make the case even stronger. Moreover, acceptance by the major nuclear owers of safeguards and constraints on substantial portions of their nuclear rograms would help to reduce the inherently discriminatory nature of the onproliferation regime. These steps, while probably not dissuading all nations nat might be attempting to acquire nuclear weapons, would help build global olitical support for indefinite extension of the NPT and strengthening the re-;ime, which are major U.S. policy goals. In addition, steps to improve control nd management of fissile materials from dismantled weapons could provide an pportunity for taking similar steps with other fissile materials worldwide.
To achieve these objectives, the challenge of arms reduction should be nanaged in a way that offers political support to both the arms reduction and tie nonproliferation regimes. In particular, approaches to these and other issues tivolving the states of the former Soviet Union must avoid strictures so onerous ir one-sided that they provide new ammunition to domestic political opponents.
8 Article VI requires all parties to the treaty to "pursue negotiations in good faith on effective leasures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament, anded Plutonium highlights the importance of tight controls over these materials.Standard Book Number 0-309-05042-1
